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Recent Events 
 

WHEREôS WALLY? 

Have you spotted Wally lately?  

Word has it that Wally was seen on 

the Mount Martha UC Peace trail in 

December 2024, on his way to Beth-

lehem - followed by an eager group 

of children and parents as they re-

traced events of the Christmas Sto-

ry.    Further News  - Page 4 

Mount Martha Uniting Church 

Keeping in Touch 
April 2025 

Sunday Worship:  10.00am            Minister:  Rev. Peter Wiltshire   Contact:  Mobile 0425 747 437  Email pwiltshire@ymail.com 

MEETINGS 

Executive Leadership 

Group Bimonthly 

Pastoral Care Group 

Bimonthly 

Worship Committee 

As required 

Mission / Outreach Group 

As required 

OTHER ACTIVITIES & 

EVENTS 

Honeypot Play Group 

Monday 9.00ð12.00 

Bible Study / Discussion 

Group 

Tuesday Fortnightly:  

5.00ð6.30pm 

Table Tennis 

Tuesday 1.30-3.00pm 

Badminton 

Tuesday 7.30ð9.00pm 

Working Bees 

Productive Garden / Peace 

Trail / General Maintenance 

Monthly: Tues. 9.00-12.00 

Days for Girls 

Monthly, 1st Friday 

Dine Out 

Wednesday Monthly 

Menôs Coffee Group 

Friday fortnightly   10.30am 

Ladies Coffee Group  - 

Friday Fortnightly  10.30am 

  

DATES FOR THE DIARY 

From the Ministerôs Desk 

We were delighted to learn that our 

minister Rev Peter Wiltshire is to con-

tinue at Mt Martha UC for another year.  

We look forward to extending our jour-

ney of faith together as we seek to min-

ister to each other and our community.  

Read Rev. Peterôs messageðPage 2 

News and Views 

Welcome to our first edition of the newly revamped  ñKeeping In Touchò maga-

zine.  Contributions and suggestions from our congregation are warmly encouraged 

as we share together in worship, pastoral care, mission / outreach and environmen-

tal action é  at Mt Martha Uniting Church.  We rejoice and give thanks as we 

Celebrate, Promote and Share our lives and our faith journeys together.  Thank 
you to all who have contributed to our first edition.        Ruth H.      

Coming Soon 
 

EASTER  - Plans for Easter celebra-

tions are well underway, including an 

opportunity for contemplation and re-

newal, revisiting the journey of Jesus 

on His way to the cross.   See Page 18 
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A WORD FROM OUR 

MINISTER 

Introducing the 

Reverend  

Peter Wiltshire 
 

Peter is currently the Long-

Term Supply Minister at Mount 

Martha Uniting Church. Peter 

and his wife Julie have been at 

Mount Martha since May 2022. 

Peter and Julie have lived in 

Mount Martha for fifteen years. 

They were drawn to the Morn-

ington Peninsula to be closer to 

family members and, of course, 

to enjoy the lifestyle offered by 

the Peninsula. 

Peterôs ministry in the Uniting 

Church has been in school 

chaplaincy. His first appoint-

ment was Methodist Ladiesô 

College, Kew, and his most re-

cent was Wesley College, Mel-

bourne, where he served for 19 

years. 

Peter sees his ministry as pri-

marily pastoral, supported by 

his academic and educational 

background. 

He has studied in North Ameri-

ca in the field of Spiritual For-

mation and Servant Leadership, 

the latter being 2 years of pro-

fessional study through Cornell 

University NY. 

Peter has a strong commitment 

to serving the local community. 

He is an active member of 

Mount Martha Rotary Club, of-

fering leadership with the Youth 

Service Committee. Guided by 

Peterôs educational leadership, 

Rotary Club Mount Martha has 

established the first Student 

Rotary Interact Club on the 

Mornington Peninsula in part-

nership with Balcombe Gram-

mar School. 

As an academic ethicist, Peter 

has served on the Post Gradu-

ate Ethics Committee of 

Latrobe University, the Ethics 

Committee of a Uniting Church 

NGO, and the Uniting Church, 

Synod of Victoria and Tasma-

nia, Synod Ethics Committee. 

Peter is preparing to undertake 

further University post-graduate 

research study in the field of 

Student Community Service 

Learning.  

Peter and Julie have four adult 

children and seven grandchil-

dren.  

Peterôs interests include poetry, 

writing, movies, music, Australi-

an landscape art, reading histo-

ry, and walking (his greyhound 

Bonnie). 

Both Peter and Julie consider it 

to be a privilege to belong to 

and offer caring ministry to the 

Mount Martha Uniting Church 

Community. 
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  Letôs CELEBRATE é 

   and GIVE THANKS! 

 

 
 

Some RECENT EVENTS 

At Mt Martha Uniting Church 

Pop-up Stall 

February 2025 

$300 donated to Motor  

Neurone Disease Research & 

Support 

The Journey to Bethlehem 

Christmas 2024  

Family Christmas Celebration 

CPR / Defibrillator 

Training 

February 2025 

  

North India Woman and 

Child Community Health 

Project 

Contribution of $300 from Mt 

Martha UC  

White Ribbon Day 

Nov. 2024 

Mornington Community 

Support Service 

Contribution of Toys & Groceries 

from MT Martha UC 

Mt Martha Fire Brigade 

Contribution of $300 to CFA 

from Gold Coin Donations 

Trading Table located in Hall 

Walk for a Cause 

2024 

Supporting 

Koala Conservation 
Blessing of the Pets 

Community Service 

Nov. 24 

Productive Garden 

Regular pickings of produce 

available to all 



4 

CHRISTMAS 2024 

The Journey to Bethlehem 

On Sunday afternoon just prior 

to Christmas, an excited group 

of families and friends gathered 

expectantly in the Mt Martha 

church in readiness for  their 

journey to Bethlehem, re-living 

the story of Jesusô birth.  

 

A delightful videoclip of a chil-

drenôs nativity play introduced 

the Christmas Story.   

 

There was also much fun as the 

children looked for Wally and 

key characters of the Bethlehem 

story in a ñWhereôs Wallyò book 

shared by Janet.  

 

Then, suddenly through the 

church window an unexpected 

visitor was sighted dashing 

through the rose garden.     

Amid squeals of delight from 

the excited children and great 

amusement from the adults we 

were visited by Wally himself.   

 

Having heard that we were to 

travel along the Peace Trail on 

the journey to Bethlehem, Wally 

had decided to join us, leading 

the way and sharing aspects of 

the Christmas story at relevant 

stops.   

 

Angels, sheep, shepherds, cam-

els, and wise men were sighted 

on the journey as we followed 

the signposts to Bethlehem.  The 

children also found hidden let-

ters of a puzzle that eventually 

they put together with the mes-

sage ñJesus is born.ò   

 

Finally arriving at the stable a 

hush descended on the excited 

travellers as the children ven-

tured into the stable in awe to 

view the nativity scene with 

Mary, Joseph, and baby Jesus, 

surrounded by an interesting as-

sortment of farmyard animals. 

 

Games and craft activities were 

then enjoyed by the children fol-

lowed by  carol singing for all 

outside on the grass.   

  

In the words of the puzzle 

solved by the children, ñJesus is 

born,ò reminding us of Godôs 

love for the world in sending us 

His Son.   

THE JOURNEY TO  

BETHLEHEM 
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Carol Singing on the Green 
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WALK FOR A CAUSE 

Mornington Peninsula Koalas 

In November 2024 our walking 

team set off once more on a 2-day 

trek in support of a community 

cause, this year being the wellbeing 

of koalas on the Mornington Penin-

sula.  Walkers from Mt Martha and 

Rosebud Uniting churches, includ-

ing a number of participants from 

the community and members of 

Mornington Peninsula Koala Con-

servation (MPKC) enjoyed break-

fast together at Rosebud UC before 

setting off for Arthurôs Seat, the 

first stage of our journey.  

However, the weather had other 

ideas, and contrary to well-laid 

plans the wind blew strongly and 

rain threatened.  Quickly it was re-

alised that climbing Arthurôs 

Seat was not an option.  Af-

ter a hasty change to the itin-

erary we set off along the 

foreshore to Rye Pier before 

travelling to Greens Bush where we 

continued the walk to Bushrangers 

Bay, hoping along the way to spot a 

koala.   

Day 2 began with breakfast at Mt 

Martha Uniting Church and presen-

tations by MPKC and the Bal-

combe Estuary Rehabilitation 

Group (BERG).   

Then followed a walk to the Briars 

and the planting of over 800 koala 

friendly trees along with MPKC.  It 

was a wonderful opportunity to 

support our community, our envi-

ronment and our wildlife.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New friendships were made 

along the way, new contacts 

established with our commu-

nity and a lasting legacy of 

trees had its beginning - in 

the form of a new section of 

bushland for wildlife habita-

tion to be enjoyed by genera-

tions of people into the fu-

ture. 
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Standing Together: White 
Ribbon Day of Action at Mt 
Martha Uniting Church   
 
November 25th marks Interna-
tional White Ribbon Day, a 
global movement that began in 
1991 when pro-feminist men in 
Canada took a stand against gen-
der-based violence. This day al-
so launches the 16 Days of Ac-
tivism Against Gender-Based 
Violence, reinforcing the urgent 
need for collective action to build 
safer, more equal communities.   
 
On November 9th, 2024, Mt Mar-
tha Uniting Church proudly hosted 
its second White Ribbon Day of 
Action, uniting community leaders, 
advocates, and passionate individu-
als, committed to breaking the cy-
cle of family violence. The event 
aimed to raise awareness, inspire 
action, and foster a community free 
from violence against women.   
 
Esteemed speakers shared their in-
sights and expertise:   
 

¶ Det. Sen Sgt Tracy Meyer 
(Family Violence Investigation) ï 
Provided valuable insights into the 
Specialist Police Response to fami-

ly violence on the Mornington Pen-
insula.   
 

¶ Despi O'Connor (Former 
Councillor and Mayor, MPSC, Co-
Chair Womenôs Community Shel-
ters) ï Emphasized the importance 
of local leadership in tackling gen-
der-based violence.   
 

¶ Dr Catherine Baird (Vice 
Chair, The Womenôs Spirit Project) 
ï Spoke on empowering women to 
transform their lives and reclaim 
their strength.   
 

¶ Sophie Panigirakis (Womenôs 
Community Shelter, Mornington 
Peninsula) ï Highlighted the urgent 
need for safe and supportive ac-
commodation for women and chil-
dren affected by family and domes-
tic violence.   
 

¶ Prof. Alex Christou 
(Corporate Education and Strategic 
Partnerships, Monash Business 
School) ï Explored the crucial role 
workplaces play in supporting vic-
tims of domestic violence.   
 
Community Support & Grati-
tude  
 

As part of our commitment to sup-
porting women in need, we proudly 
donated $2,000 to The Womenôs 
Spirit Project, a charity dedicated 

to helping women rebuild their 
resilience and strength. This do-
nation was made possible 
through the generosity of our 
community.   
 
We extend our heartfelt grati-
tude to the following organisa-
tions, helping us to amplify 
awareness in the wider commu-
nity: 

¶ PWMU Cookbook Commit-
tee  for their generous grant, which 
supported the organisation and exe-
cution of this event.  

¶ Warlimont & Nutt Mt Mar-
tha, whose contribution helped 
fund billboard advertising (via Pro-
gress Signs),    
 

¶ Kickstart Marketing for their 
incredible work in creating the 
event website which played a vital 
role in raising awareness, providing 
information, and encouraging com-
munity engagement for White Rib-
bon Day of Action.  
 
Finally, a sincere 'Thank you' to 
our dedicated Church Family ð 
the Seen and Unseen Volunteers 
working tirelessly behind the 
scenes and those who played an 
active role in bringing this event to 
life. Every personôs contribution is 
invaluable, and together, we contin-
ue to make a meaningful differ-
ence, as Children of God do-
ing important Mission and Justice 
Work for those without a voice.   
 
Ruth Stuettgen 
 

WHITE RIBBON DAY 

2024 
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AROUND OUR 

CHURCH  - MUSIC 

DID YOU KNOW . . . ? 

Music has been a big part of the 

Christian religion for many hun-

dreds of years.  Originally, church 

music was accompanied by an or-

chestra, but this entailed paying 

many musicians and started to get 

too costly.  This is where the pipe 

organ came in.  It only needed one 

player, and a few fit people to 

pump the bellows to create the 

wind, which in turn causes the 

pipes to play a particular note.  Alt-

hough the origins of the organ date 

back to the 3rd century BC, the pre-

sent-day pipe organs found their 

way into churches around 900AD.  

Only large churches could afford to 

purchase these instruments and 

with the advent of electricity vari-

ous other types of organs which 

were less expensive came into use 

in our churches.  Many of the or-

gans tried to simulate the sound of 

the pipe organ but few had the 

grand sound of a large pipe organ 

that we hear in our large cathedrals 

and churches.  

It wasnôt until computers and digi-

tal sampling came in around the 

1970s that electronics could simu-

late the sound of a pipe organ and 

other instruments.   Very few local 

churches could afford to install and 

maintain a reasonable sized pipe 

organ today.  As an example, the 

theatre organ, which was in the 

Dendy Picture Theatre in Brighton, 

and is now in storage, is costed at 

$500,000 to just reinstall it in the 

Capital Theatre in Melbourne.  It 

requires a lot of cups of tea to pro-

duce that type of money. 

Our organ, a Roland Atelier 

(Atelier means an artistôs studio or 

workshop), was donated to us from 

the Church of Christ (Boronia / 

Bayswater) and this organ is one 

that uses the digital technology to 

produce the sounds we hear.  To 

produce these sounds or voices, an 

instrumental player is asked to play 

their instrument , say the middle C 

note, on their trumpet or saxo-

phone, and this sound is digitally 

saved into a memory device which 

is installed into the organs.  When I 

play that note on the organ key-

board, it will play the sound that 

was saved.  I can also mix various 

instruments together such as a flute 

and a string orchestra.  The Theatre 

organ sounds which I can select on 

our organ were originally recorded 

by Tony Fenelon (an Australian 

organist) and the pipe organ sounds 

of Hector Olivera, an American 

organist.  I donôt know all the other 

instrumental players.  The organ 

has over 128 sounds.   

Rather than prattling on with all the 

other features of the organ, such as 

the use of a kick switch on the ex-

pression pedal to change my selec-

tion of sounds, ask me to demon-

strate some of them to you after 

church. 

Unfortunately Roland Inc. no long-

er build these organs due to the 

lack of sales world-wide, and sadly 

there are only a couple of manufac-

turers that now produce a home or 

church organ.  I am just glad that 

we have the use of this organ which 

hopefully enhances our services. 

Noel. 

Music has always played an important role in our church and we give thanks for our talented group of musi-

cians who enrich our worship each Sunday with their piano and organ music. 

In recent months we have acquired a new organ which has brought rich blessings to our worship, as we 

praise God with singing and draw near in quiet meditation. 
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AROUND OUR 

CHURCH ... 

The Productive Garden 
 

What a pleasure to walk through 

the space between the church and 

the hall.  What was once quite un-

inviting is now filled with greenery 

to inspire.  

 Sharing the produce from the 

small community garden and the 

citrus grove down at the back of 

the carpark on a Sunday morning 

offers our church family fresh, sea-

sonal, organic fruit and vegetables.  

Over the summer we have enjoyed 

passionfruit, capsicum, tomatoes, 

zucchini, corn, apples, rhubarb and 

various citrus.  Thanks to Robert, 

Jeff and Peter for all their hard 

work in maintaining these spaces. 

In addition there is often much 

home produce shared.  Thank you 

to Robert and Dale, Peter and Ja-

net, Mary and others who are fre-

quently sharing their abundant har-

vests. 

Can and Bottle  

Recycling 

 

Did you know that you can recycle 

your refundable cans and bottles at 

church?  You can!!! 

Set up outside the hall, there are 2 

large bags for bottles and cans.  

The money raised from this collec-

tion is used to pay the annual reg-

istration for the Honey Pots Play-

group to be a member of Play-

group Victoria.  This in turn pro-

vides playgroup information, list-

ing on their website and profes-

sional indemnity to the Playgroup.  

Already since the start of 2025, 

there have been 5 new families 

who have enquired about Play-

group because of this listing -

Another way the church is provid-

ing outreach to the community.   
 

Any inquiries  - Peter Hough 

Trading Table in the 

Church Hall 

 

When you venture into the hall, 

you will see that inside the door-

way is a table full of items and 

books for sale for a gold coin do-

nation, using an honesty system 

for payment. 

This table has been providing great 

interest and has raised significant 

funds, upward of $400 over 18 

months which has been donated to 

the Mornington Community Cen-

tre and Mt Martha CFA.   

Please take a look at the table and 

if you have small saleable items or 

books that you no longer need, 

please bring them along.   
 

Any enquiries  -  Peter Hough  

Groceries Galore 

Two huge efforts of collecting gro-

ceries for those in need were un-

dertaken by Mt Martha Uniting 

Church members and friends dur-

ing 2024.  Delivery of the car 

boots full of groceries and produce 

by Mt Martha Uniting church were 

made to The Mornington Com-

munity Support Centre.  These 

were warmly received and have 

now been made available for col-

lection by individuals and families 

in the Mornington / Mt Martha ar-

ea.  We are hoping to maintain this 

important ongoing mission 

throughout 2025. 
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In 2024 Mt Martha UC joined with 

High Street Uniting Church in sup-

port of the North India Woman and 

Child Community Health project 

(JBKS).  Through the donations of 

our congregation we were able to 

contribute just over $300 from Mt 

Martha Uniting Church. 

Some members of our congregation 

attended the Armchair Travel ses-
sion at High Street Uniting where 

Rev. Alan Matthews shared with us 

some inspirational stories of the 

work being done to assist women, 

children and girls in North India, 

these being some of the more vul-

nerable members of Indian society.  

For many, this support has been life 

changing, helping them to attain 

financial independence, health care, 

nutrition advice, education and 

basic shelter.  We continue to pray 

for the church in North India and 

their outreach program working to 

address many deeply embedded 

attitudes towards woman and girls 

often still emanating from the caste 

system. 

NORTH INDIA WOMAN AND 

CHILD COMMUNITY 

HEALTH PROJECT 

On Sunday, 16th February 2024, 
our church family came together in 
generosity for our **Pop-Up 
Charity Shop**. With a wonderful 
selection of donated goodies, 
friendly browsing, and open-
hearted giving, we raised an incred-
ible $300! This amount was proud-
ly donated to The Great MND Re-
lay, organised by MND Victoria, 

in honour of Janet.   
 
A heartfelt Thank You to everyone 
who contributedðwhether by do-
nating, shopping, or spreading the 
word. Your support made a differ-
ence, and together, we are helping 
to bring hope and assistance to 
those affected by Motor Neurone 
Disease.  

Article contributed 
by 

Ruth Stuettgen 

 

Mt Martha U.C. in Support 

of a Great Cause!   
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During 2024 MMUC purchased a 

cardiac defibrillator for location at 

the church property as an important 

emergency resource for church 

members, users of the  site during 

the week and the  broader local 

community. 

A defibrillator is a device that de-

livers an electric shock to the 

heart to restore a normal 

rhythm. It can be used to treat car-

diac arrest, or sudden cardiac ar-

rest (SCA). 

In  February 2025, Ambulance  

Victoria provided a training session 

at the church which was well at-

tended by church members and 

community. They covered aspects 

of recognising a cardiac arrest and 

appropriate actions including triple 

zero alert, CPR and potential defib-

rillation. Whilst we hope to never 

need to have the Defibrillator used, 

it now stands as an important re-

source for the church and local 

community in the event of a cardiac 

emergency. 

The Defibrillator is located in an 

accessible case under the alcove at 

the front of the church hall. 

A SHOCKING  

STORY !!! 

Read any  

 good BOOKS lately??? 

Visit our  

 

 

located in the foyer of our church. 

Just leave your name in the Borrowing Notebook 

BOOK CORNER 



12 

Whoôs Who at  

Mount Martha Uniting Church? 

Mary and Hugh 
We thank God for their friendship and 

Christian witness. 

Read their story on Page  16. 

 

Meet Our  

Congregation. 

Mary & Hugh 

 Farewell and 

THANK YOU 

Audrey  

 

Audrey 
Beginning a new chapter in lifeôs journey, moving 

closer to her family...   

Best Wishes and Godôs Blessings Audrey from all 

your friends at Mt Martha Church.. You will be 

greatly missed by all 

 90th 

Birthday Celebrations 

CONGRATULATIONS 

Jeanette & Ted 

Jeanette and Ted 
A wonderful occasion shared with family 

and friends.   

 

Happy Birthday and congratulations 

Jeanette from all at Mt Martha U.C. 


