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Welcome  
 

Welcome to our 2nd issue of KIT 

(Keeping in Touch). 
 

How exciting it was to successfully 

launch our updated KIT magazine in 

April and to reflect on the many 

things happening at Mt Martha Unit-

ing Church.   
 

We rejoice and give thanks to God 

for these events and seek Godôs di-

rection as we continue to share his 

love with othersðin our church, our 

community and our world.   
 

A quick snapshot of the contents in 

our second issue includes: 
 

Recent Events 
 

EASTER 2025 

Easter at Mt Martha Uniting Church 

provided a time of reflection, renew-

al and deepening of faith.   

Further news on page 7.     

Coming Soon 
 

Read about upcoming events includ-

ing our support for Year 11/12 stu-

dents in the Veta Morphus program.  

Page 9 
 

From the Ministerôs Desk 

Read Rev. Peterôs messageðPage 2 
 
 

Did You Knowé? 
 

HISTORY OF MT MARTHA U.C. 

Trace our history from early begin-

nings to present day.  Church mem-

bers share their memories.  Page 10 
 

Whoôs Who at MMUC? 
 

An opportunity to deepen relation-

ships as members share aspects of 

their lives.  We also congratulate our 

new Order of Australia recipient. P 3 
 

And thereôs more ... 
 

Enoy a wide variety of further contri-

butions shared by members of our 

congregation.   
 
 

We hope you will enjoy reading 

our KIT Magazine and share it 

with others.  Any comments and 

suggestions are most welcome. 

Mount Martha Uniting Church 

Keeping in Touch 
August 2025 

Sunday Worship:  10.00am            Minister:  Rev. Peter Wiltshire   Contact:  Mobile 0425 747 437  Email pwiltshire@ymail.com 

 MEETINGS 

Executive Leadership 

Group Bimonthly 

Pastoral Care Group 

Bimonthly 

Worship Committee 

As required 

Mission / Outreach Group 

As required 

OTHER ACTIVITIES & 

EVENTS 

Honeypot Play Group 

Monday 9.00ð12.00 

Bible Study / Discussion 

Group 

Tuesday Fortnightly:  

5.00ð6.30pm 

Table Tennis 

Tuesday 1.30-3.00pm 

Badminton 

Tuesday 7.30ð9.00pm 

Working Bees 

Productive Garden / Peace 

Trail / General Maintenance 

Monthly: Tues. 9.00-12.00 

Days for Girls 

Monthly, 1st Friday 

Dine Out 

Wednesday Monthly 

Menôs Coffee Group 

Friday fortnightly   10.30am 

Ladies Coffee Group  - 

Friday Fortnightly  10.30am 

  

DATES FOR THE DIARY 
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A WORD FROM OUR 

MINISTER 

 

Although having been at Mount 

Martha Uniting Church for a 

relatively short time, Julie and I 

have many treasured experienc-

es of being members of this faith 

community. 

Our experiences and memories 

have included. 

The soulfulness of the wor-

ship sanctuary and the 

experience of the out-

doors coming indoors 

through the wrap-around 

floor-to-ceiling windows of 

the chancel area. 

 

The giftedness of our musi-

cians, whose instrumental 

music has added depth and 

richness to corporate wor-

ship experiences. 

 

The warmth and caring of 

church members with their 

unfailing support for church 

life and the faith witness of 

Mount Martha Uniting 

Church. 

 

The collaborative working rela-

tionship within the leader-

ship teams. 

 

Our times of gathered meals as 

a fellowship of friends, dine 

outs, days for girls, fashion 

parades, menôs and ladiesô 

coffee mornings, shared 

meals, and rich conversa-

tions over tea, coffee, and 

light refreshments following 

Sunday morning worship. 

 

Times of silent gathered reflec-

tion during worship ser-

vices, where itôs been possi-

ble to experience the mys-

tery of all being one in the 

mystery of Sacred Presence. 

 

The joy of local community 

acknowledgements with the 

visitation of different volun-

tary groups. 

 

The joy of supporting and 

providing a home for the 

Honey Pot playgroup 

 

The annual journey to Bethle-

hem, where ñpilgrims, 

young and senior,ò walked 

the Peace Trail reflecting on 

the Christmas stories along 

the way. 

 

Gathering with mourners to 

give thanks for ñthe saints 

of God,ò who have now 

joined the heavenly throng 

of Godôs people seated in 

glory. 

 

The experience of peace and 

tranquillity of the memorial 

garden with the names of 

former members who have 

given faithful and loyal ser-

vice to this community of 

faith. 

 

Finally, the privilege of offer-

ing ministry to this remark-

able community of Godôs 

people who bear witness to 

the Kingdom of God in our 

midst at Mount Martha and 

beyond, through acts of 

generous giving and ser-

vice. 

ñDo all the good you can, in all the 

ways you can, to as many as you 

can, as long as you ever can.ò (John 

Wesley, Theologian, Educator, and 

Social Reformer.) 

Reverend Peter and Julie Wiltshire. July 

2025 

Memories of Mount Martha Uniting Church ï (2022-       ) 
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Whoôs Who at  

Mount Martha Uniting Church? 

Meet Our  

Congregation. 

 

 JANET ALDOUS 

A much loved member of 

MMUC who has joined us in 

more recent times  

Read Janetôs story on Page 5. 

REVEREND DR  

ROBERT JOHNSON 

OAM 
Congratulations on a well deserved 

honour. 

ELIJAH 

TANEKA, TEWANTA  

and FAMILY 
We rejoice with all the family 

in the baptism of Elijah. 

13/7/2025 

CONGRATULATIONS 

Reverend Dr Robert Johnson OAM 

Reverend Dr Robert Johnson 

has been closely associated 

with Mt Martha UC over 

many years and continues to 

play a significant role in nur-

turing faith and witness, es-

pecially through leadership 

of our Sunday worship ser-

vices on the third Sunday 

each month.  We rejoice in the 

recent recognition of his life-

time of ministry and congratu-

late him on his award.   

Dr. Robert Johnson has been 

awarded a Medal of the Order 

of Australia (OAM) in the 

King's Birthday Honours for 

his service to education and the 

Uniting Church in Austral-

ia. He was recognized for his 

work with Ormond College, 

the Synod of Victoria and Tas-

mania, and as chairman of Cor-

nish College between 2012 and 

2020, together with his service 

to those in need through com-

munity outreach programs.   
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Our congregations felt richly blessed on 13th July to 

share in the baptism service for Baby Elijah.  Elijah 

and his parents Taneka and Tewanta were surrounded 

by the love and support of family and friends.  It was a 

special blessing to also have his Zimbabwean Grand-

parents and his Great Grandmother Beverley sharing 

the occasion.  We pray Godôs rich blessings on Elijah 

and all his family, both now and throughout his life. 

Sharing a Special Memory with 

ELIJAH, TANEKA & TEWANTA  

A LOVELY MOMENTðDuring Elijahôs Baptism a Kookaburra perched itself on a branch just outside the 

sanctuary windows and there it stayed, almost as if it was watching the special event taking place inside the 

Church.  For Tanneka, it brought back special memories of long ago at a barbecue when a Kookaburra flew 

down and stole a sausage from her Grandfatherôs hand.  The Kookaburra was a strong reminder for Tanneka 

of the special love of her Grandfather which will always mean so much to her. 
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Meet JANET ALDOUS 

A fascinating story of service to others  

I was born on the tail end of a 

bomb, under the bed, in a London 

hospital during the London Blitz.  

My parents both worked for the 

British Red Cross and I spent most 

of the next few years visiting vari-

ous air raid shelters. 

 

At the age of six, I started music 

lessons for the piano and at 10 

years of age the organ became my 

passion.  Our Baptist Church had 

been badly bombed and we held 

our services next to the church in 

an old Army hut.   When the 

church had been restored the con-

gregation held a service to thank 

God for our recovery and I was 

asked to play the organ.  Up until 

then I had only played the piano 

and everyone thought I should be 

able to play the organ, of course!! 

 

So I dutifully started to play for the 

first hymn but, these were the days 

when 2 boys pumped the bellows 

behind the organ.  After playing the 

first line of the hymn the bellows 

suddenly squeaked and died, but 

the congregation continued to sing 

without me.   

 

Meanwhile, I wondered what to do 

and noticed a piano in the far aisle.  

During the prayer, in front of the 

congregation, I dashed to the piano 

and put the next hymn on the rack.  

I sat down very quickly on an old, 

dusty, heavy Victorian swivel stool 

just as the next hymn was an-

nounced.   

 

My nerves were really shaken 

when I realised the stool was too 

low and I couldn't reach the keys!  

So, I held on to the keyboard to 

swivel the stool to the right height.  

THAT was my undoing!!!  To my 

horror the swivel seat fell off and 

rolled down the aisle.  The sides-

man picked it up and handed it to 

me.  In a loud voice he said, ñHere 

you are luv.  Youôll need this.ò 

 

However, I played the organ until I 

started my nursing career.  My hus-

band and I then worked in various 

childrenôs homes, but no pianos 

were available.   

 

When we started our vegetarian 

charity VegFam, we spent every 

weekend fund raising and writing 

our Lakeland Vegetarian Directory 

(UK) which helped to fund the 

food.  We had to publish and deliv-

er monthly.  The weekends were 

very busy with visiting hotels, 

B&Bs, restaurants etc. who wanted 

to be included in the next directory.  

When it came time to start the dis-

tribution of vegetarian food I had 

given birth to my daughter, Brigitte 

and we set off when she was 3 

months old.  We were to go to an 

Indian Village and live with them 

to find out what they needed.  

When we first started the charity, 

the Vegetarian Society told us that 

people had been complaining that 

the vegetarian refugees were being 

given meat.  So we wanted to find 

out how we could help. 

 

Unfortunately when we reached the 

desert in Turkey our Land Rover 

broke down and we were unable to 

travel to India.  So, after distrib-

uting food in Turkey where they 

had just been through an earth-

quake, we went on a fact finding 

mission in the Middle East before 

returning to the UK and handing 

over the mission. 

 

I then went back to nursing and my 

husband to teaching.  We had an-

other child, Fabian, and we fos-

tered two brothers, Stephen and 

Stuart, for five years.   

 

Since living in Australia I have vis-

ited several churches and am de-

lighted that I have been led to 

Mount Marth Uniting Church.  

Here I can worship with others 

who know Jesus is their Saviour.  I 

can listen to our fantastic piano 

players and organist and not wor-

ry that my stool will fall off and 

roll down the aisle! 
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Although VEGFAM has ceased 

operation in recent times a fascinat-

ing account of their beginnings and 

mission can be discovered on the 

website.  The following excerpts 

were taken from the website of the 

International Vegetarian Union 

(IVF) - 1996 

www.ivu.org 
 

ñVegfam is a charitable organiza-

tion with the mission to feed the 

hungry without exploiting animals.  

It was founded in 1963 in Eng-

land by Chris and Janet Aldous 

é 

For over 30 years, Vegfam has 

been working with and influencing 

major charities around the 

world ...Vegfam works through 

indigenous on-the-spot representa-

tives, and works with existing char-

ities to support immediate and long 

term food and water aid projects.  

In working with existing charities, 

Vegfam educates these groups 

about the need for relief efforts that 

do not feed the hungry at the ex-

pense of animals and the environ-

ment. 

 

Short-term aid for famine victims 

includes purchasing grains, leg-

umes, fruits, nuts, and vegetables 

and providing water supplies.   
 

Long-term aid includes providing 

seeds for planting, irrigation pro-

jects, digging water wells, provid-

ing fruit and nut trees, providing 

vegetable plots and/or training peo-

ple to grow vegetables é Some of 

the countries aided by Vegfam are 

India, Bangladesh, Vietnam, Su-

dan, Ethiopia, Nigeria / Biafra, So-

malia, Syria, Lebanon, Zimbabwe, 

and many more. 

JANET ALDOUS 

The Inspiring VEGFAM Story ... 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO KNOW MORE ABOUT THE VEGFAM STORY? 

RECENT EVENTS 

Hospitality Morning / Afternoon Teas 

As the cool weather approached in 

April and May, a warm welcome 

was to be found at the Hospitality 

Morning or Afternoon Teas as 

church members met together in 

small groups in the homes of vol-

untary hosts.   

Not only, amid much chatter, were 

delicious treats enjoyed, recipes 

swapped and memories shared 

but many opportunities also 

arose for deepening friendships 

and developing new relation-

ships.  Special thanks to Karen 

who organised the event and 

especially to the hosts for 

providing such a rich blessing 

for those who participated. 
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Easter at Mt Martha Uniting again saw the Peace 
Trail open to the community to convey the story 
of Christ's last days, crucifixion and resurrection 
whilst wandering through the church grounds and 
contemplating a series of reflection points. A 
community blackboard on the Trail provided op-
portunity for leaving an Easter message of hope.  
All of this, set against a backdrop of the new 
growth of our recent native plantings, again set 
the scene for a contemplative experience. 

Never back down.  Never give up. 

Jesus is King. 

Choose kindness 

Spread kindness 

Christ is risen. 

Rejoice 

Thankyou Jesus for dying 

for us on the cross. 

Love 

New life 

Jesus loves you 

Spread kindness. 

Jesus is alive. 


